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TO OPERATE THE NEW CUT-OFF.

The operator (stationed behind the instrument, be it al-
ways remembered) may pass the slides through from right
to left, "panorama" style, without using the cut-off, if he
chooses. It is sometimes necessary to leave the curtain
closed till the tinters are drawn up, as for effect slides, etc.,
which can be done by not crowding the outgoing slide
forward.

The curtain is closed by a latch operated by the left hand
when taking hold of the outgoing slide, and is quicldy
opened again when the same slide is pushed out by its suc-
cessor, and its end reaches the latch and leaves the stage.
The change may bo effected instantaneously, but to prevent
any glimpse of movement on the screen it is better to time
the starting of (first) the left hand, then the right, by
counting one, two. This order soon becomes habitual,
when the counting may be discontinued.

Glass slides follow each other in the same way, through
the carrier, only each outgoing slide opens the latch at the
first notch in the spring.

The operation is not quite automatic, but its effect is just
as satisfactory, while it allows the operator to be governed
by circumstances as to using it. It is applicable to both
oil and gas Sciopticons, and to all sorts of slides. Its op-
oration is natural and agreeable, when well managed.

Doubtless the surest way for an operator with a single
lantern to carry on an exhibition without a blunder, is to
have the apparatus as simple and convenient as possible,
and to slide the pictures horizontally and steadily across
the field. A sheath to keep the light from showing be-
tween the two as they change, improves the effect. No
contrivance yet made, however, can produce with a single
lantern the fine effects of the dissolving views.with nature,
